WASHINGTON STARS
State Training & Registry System

Caring for and educating children is
work that is both rewarding and
challenging. Quality preparation and
continued education enable
professionals to do their best work and
ensure the availability of high quality
care.

Washington STARS was created
because the early childhood
community asked the State to
recognize theimportance of this work
by establishing and supporting
professional education requirements.
STARS provides a Registry system,
training opportunities, and scholarship
support.

Through a contract with the Depart-
ment of Early Learning (DEL), WAEYC
administers STARS Scholarships,
Trainer and Training Approval and
Provider Services. WAEYC does not
administer the Registry website and
database. The Registry was created
by, belongs to and is maintained by
DEL. DEL licensors are responsible for
regulating and ensuring compliance
with the STARS training requirements.

WAEYC and DEL
are committed to sustaining
a system that works for all
participants.

What You Need to Know

* Who? STARS has been a child care
licensing requirement since 1999. All
family child care providers as well as
directors, program supervisors, site
coordinators, and lead staff in
centers and school-age programs
are required to participate in and
meet STARS requirements. Aides,
assistants, substitutes and volunteers
are encouraged, but are not
required to participate. Licensors
determine the most appropriate job
title for the purposes of licensing and
licensing requirements.

* What? Participants must meet the 20-
hour basic requirement once and
must take 10 hours of continuing
education annually. The basic
requirement can be met by either
coursework or exemption.

* When? The 20-hour requirement must
be met within six months of being
licensed or hired. Ten hours of
continuing education must be taken
each subsequent calendar year.

* Where? Approved training sources
and available training can be found
on the Registry website, located at
www.stars.dshs.wa.gov. Be aware
that trainers and training
organizations are approved by - but
work independently of - Washington
STARS. Before taking training, verify
approval status by calling or
checking the Registry.

* Why? Those with relevant education
and training are more likely to provide
higher quality child care.

* How? Scholarships are available on a
first-come first-served basis while
funds last.
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STARS Step by Step

1. Apply for your STARS ID Number. Keep
it in an accessible place, perhaps
your wallet.

2. Meet the basic training requirement.

3. Take at least 10 hours of training each
year.

4. Periodically review and update your
record online.
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